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the Arian bishops told him that Eugenius had performed it by recourse to
art magic. The Catholics made choice of ten disputants for the conference,
which was opened on the fth of February. Cyrila, patriarch of the Arians,
was seated on a throne; the Catholics, who were standing, asked who
were the commissioners to take down in writing what should pass in the
disputation; and were answered that Cyrila would perform that office.
The Catholics asked by what authority he claimed the jurisdiction and
rank of patriarch. The Arians, not being able to produce any sufficient
warrant for his usurpation, filled the hall with noise and tumult, and
obtained an order that every lay-Catholic there present should receive a
hundred bastinadoes. Cyrila sought various pretences to defer the con-
ference. The Catholics, however, presented a written confession of their
faith. This takes up the whole third book of Victor's history, though he
has only inserted the first part, in which the consubstantiality of God the
Son is proved from the scriptures. The second part, which confirmed the
same from the writings of the fathers, is lost. This confession seems to
have been drawn up by St Eugenius, to whom Gennadius ascribes a
confession of faith against the Arians.

When this was read, the Arians quarrelled that the orthodox took the
name of Catholics, though this was given them by the whole world, even
by the heretics themselves, as St Austin observed a little before this time
in that very country. Upon this, however, the Arians abruptly broke up
the conference, and the king, on the 25th of February in 484, published
a severe edict for a general persecution, which he had already prepared
for that purpose. By this all the Catholic clergy were banished out of
towns and forbidden to perform any functions even in the country; all
Catholics were declared incapable of inheriting, or disposing of any estate
real or personal, with other such articles. Executioners were dispatched
to all parts of the kingdom, and many Catholics were put to barbarous
deaths, and many more inhumanly tormented. One Dionysia, after having
been herself cruelly scourged, seeing her son Majoricus, a tender youth,
tremble at the sight of the torments prepared for him, she looked on him
with a stern countenance and said, " Remember, son, we were baptized
in the name of the Trinity, and in the bosom of our mother the church."
The young man, encouraged by these words, suffered martyrdom with
undaunted resolution, and his mother buried him within her own house,
that she might every day offer to the holy Trinity her prayers over his
grave, in the lively hope of a glorious resurrection with him at the last
day. Her cousin Emilius, her sister Dativa, and innumerable others b
different parts of Africa received the like crowns. At Typasus, ia
Mauritania Caesariensis, certain Catholics who had assisted at the celebra-
tion of the divine mysteries in a private house were informed against and,
by the king's order, had their tongues plucked out and their right hands